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In one of the districts, Nagpur, there has not even
been an application for establishment of a panchayat.

106. The share taken by district councils in the
establishment of panchayats, and the supervision and
assistance given by them, also vary greatly. In establish-
ing panchayats district councils sometimes take the initi-
ative, but their interest may be theoretical rather than
practical as in the case of one district council which for-
warded 50 applications for establishment to the Deputy
Commissioner for enquiry without itself taking any action
with regard to them. Few district councils have made
grants to panchayats and from more than one district
come complaints that the district council has hampered the
administration of panchayats by inordinate delay in deal-
ing with their budget and taxation proposals. As against
this, their stands to the credit of one district couucil the
advance of a loan to a panchayat to enable it to carry-on
until it could start the machinery of taxation and put itself
in funds. It was found in some districts when enquiry for
the information on which this memorandum has been com-
piled was made that some of the district councils were not
exercising their statutory powers of control at all and that
the liaison which the Act postulates between them and the
panchayats did not exist* One district council was even
reported to have discouraged the formation of panchayats.
These are unavoidable incidents of a new scheme, which
the appointment of a special officer should speedly eli-
minate. Where the panchayats have not undertaken ad-
ministrative work the district council has no interest.

1,07. Considerable progress has been made in the
replacement of village sanitation panchayats by village
panchayats. Altogether 20 sanitation panchayats out of
a total of 104 have been thus converted and the bulk of
the taxation levied by village panchayats is accounted for
by these panchayats. Many sanitation panchayats how-
ever have resisted conversion, and recently a new sanita-
tion panchayat was created in a village of over 3,000 resi-
dents in the Bilaspur district. The residents were invited
to apply for a village panchayat instead of a sanita-
tion panchayat but flatly refused, and the district council
which was then consulted recommended that the village
should be permitted to have a sanitation panchayat as con-
ditions were unfavourable for the establishment of a village